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MESSAGE  

FROM THE CHIEF 
 2018 has been a year of increased activity, growth, and transition in our department. 

There have been a wide variety of opportunities for personal growth and professional devel-

opment. With these new opportunities, we look forward to ongoing innovation and in-

creased levels of service to the public.  

 The Tree Mortality Fuels Crew was able to clear 886 acres and remove 5,000 hazard 

trees while working on the 2 projects. We will continue to work on these projects through 5   

additional grants awarded by CalFire for work to be completed from 2019 to 2021.   

 January was a busy month for TCFD as our call volume remained at Holiday levels. 

The TCFD also assisted with the Thomas Fire Mudslide Incident early in the month. Local-

ly there were two minor storms which resulted in some minor localized flooding, downed 

power lines and some traffic accidents.  

 Tulare County did experience a few minor storms in February followed by a signifi-

cant storm during the week of March 19th. Sections of Highway 190 were closed for a peri-

od of time due to mudslides related to the Pier Fire burn scar. During the height of the 

storm, TCFD crews responded to 62 calls for service in a 24 hour period with approximately 

20 of those calls directly relating to the weather.  

 In April the TCFD experienced a decrease in calls for service followed by a signifi-

cant increase in calls for service in May.  Locally, 83 vegetation fires were reported in May 

compared to 46 in April. 

 TCFD received 2 new Rosenbauer Type 6 Patrols and one Rosenbauer Type 3 En-

gine in June. These new apparatus will help us to embrace the challenges in our communi-

ties for future incidents. Statewide there were 11 active fires burning at the close of June and 

several TCFD crews went out of county to help with these  incidents. 

 Throughout July fires in the state continued to burn, tragically resulting in several 

firefighter and civilian fatalities. TCFD crews continued to help with several of the major 

statewide incidents. TCFD rolled out the Administrative Citation program and was able to 

issue several citations during the Fourth of July holiday. We will continue to educate the 

public on ñSafe and Sane Fireworksò and what is allowed locally.  

 During August and September, a number of wildland incidents in the state contin-

ued. There were 29 wildland incidents in August alone. Tragically by the end of September, 

the fire service had experienced 8 line of duty deaths on California incidents.  

 The tragic Camp Fire incident occurred during the month of November. The Camp 

Fire was devastating to the community of Paradise, California with over 19,000 structures 

destroyed and 88 civilians were fatally injured.  

 TCFD wrapped up the year with several community events including helping Santa 

to deliver gifts to some deserving children!  We also participated in several community pa-

rades and assisted at the Visalia Rescue Mission. 

 On behalf of the men and women of the Tulare County Fire Department, thank you 

for allowing us to serve you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Charlie Norman 

Fire Chief, Tulare County Fire Department 
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